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RECONSTRUCTIONIST CONGREGATION OR HADASH

We see our school as a place to help our children to learn through an interactive educational approach, and with critical, creative thinking.  The children should discover their personal relationships with Judaism as a civilization, study the Torah as an expression of God’s relationship with humankind, and connect with Jews throughout the world.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The Or Hadash Religious School seeks, through a Reconstructionist perspective:

· to supplement and expand the Jewish identity and experiences provided in the homes of our children;

· to prepare our children to participate in Jewish, and specifically, in Reconstructionist synagogue life;

· to aid adults and children in forming meaningful Jewish community through involvement in the congregation and school;

· to promote Jewish experience and knowledge for the purpose of enriching ethnic, religious, and ethical living;

· to be a laboratory for pioneering Reconstructionist education and sharing discoveries with sister congregations across the country.

GOALS

The Or Hadash Religious School aims to develop children who understand that Judaism has been an evolving religious civilization throughout history, and that they will be inheritors as well as creators of a heritage.  In addition, the students will be able to use Jewish tools to make moral and ethical decisions.

· Students will celebrate Jewish holidays, Shabbat, and life-cycle events with an appropriate foundation in ritual practice and understanding.

· Students will be able to participate in the essential aspects of Shabbat and holiday prayer services, be competent in reading Hebrew with phonetic fluency, and understand key words and basic prayer themes.

· Students will have a repertoire of Jewish songs, dances, and creative arts experience in order to participate in the full range of Jewish cultural achievement and communal life. 

· Students will be given an overview of the major styles of Jewish literature (Bible stories, law, commentary, prayer forms) and a basic knowledge of content (Bible characters, traditional Jewish law, etc.).

· Students will develop the habit of being generous and involved in solving the problems that face the human community.

· Students will develop an awareness rooted in Jewish tradition of the need to help the unfortunate.

· Students will identify positively with and be able to act as responsible members of the Jewish community.

· Students will connect to Jewish communities in the U.S. and around the world.

· Students will recognize Israel as an important focal point for Jewish commitment and life.

 Frequently Asked Questions

What are the school hours?

First shift on Sunday is from 9:00 am to 11:15 am

Second shift on Sunday is from 10:45 am to 1:00 pm

Tuesday sessions are from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

If you need to pick up your child early or drop off your child late, please make advanced arrangements with the school director or office staff.  

Please note:  Teachers are not available until 9:00 a.m. on Sundays or 4:00 p.m. on Tuesdays.  In order to keep our children safe, please remain with your children until there is appropriate coverage in the classroom or community room.  

What should I do if my child will be absent?

Contact the teacher beforehand, if possible.  Find out what the child will miss. Try to make up any missed work before your child returns to class.  Our teacher’s phone numbers and e-mail addresses will be handed out on the first day of school.  With this information, the student and/or parent will be able to contact the teacher to find out what was missed.

Is there homework?

Sunday School – Minimal amounts of homework are given.  Some teachers may give supplemental assignments such as:  reading, writing, looking in the newspaper, talking to someone, as well as extra credit projects.

Hebrew School (Tuesday) – It is impossible to learn a new language without practice.  We strongly encourage your child’s practice of reading Hebrew (decoding, vocabulary, prayers, blessings) every weekday for five to ten minutes DAILY.  Several short review sessions are more effective than one long session.  If you need assistance or have questions about your child’s progress, please speak to your child’s teacher or the school director.

It is best for the child to read with someone who also knows how to read, so that reading and pronunciation are practiced correctly.  If no one in the family knows Hebrew, your child’s teacher is happy to provide a tape or CD, websites that can help you and your child learn together, or other software for computer assistance. This is also an excellent opportunity to learn Hebrew with your child.  Children in grades 4 to 6 are asked to read to their teacher either before or after class, by audiotape or CD or electronically via e-mail.  This ensures that our students are reading fluently.  Again, if you need assistance, the school director is happy to help you.

Is there a library where we can get extra materials?

The school has a modest library from which school families may check out materials.  The library contains books of Bible stories, holiday stories, Holocaust studies, Hebrew enrichment and videos, as well as novels and other fictional materials

What school supplies does my child need?

A bag or backpack specifically reserved for Or Hadash is most convenient.  Students should have a plain notebook, pencil or pen, Tzedakah monies, and other material that the teacher designates.

How does my child get schoolbooks?

 All required books and materials are provided by the school and given out in class. If a student loses a book, the family is charged for another one.

What do I do if I want to donate something to the school?

Our school graciously and appreciatively accepts donations of books, videos, equipment, supplies, and monies.  Donations can be made at any time or in honor of your child’s birthday, or other special event in your child’s life, or in the life of your family.

What about snacks?

· Small snacks will be sold before class each week.

· In addition, we invite parents to offer a snack in honor of their children’s birthdays or other celebrations, providing opportunities for us to celebrate together as a community.  

· On Sundays, we will sell bagels and on Tuesdays, we will sell soft pretzels.

· You may send in your child with a snack if he or she would prefer that to the snacks we sell.  

· Please remember that Or Hadash is a “nut-free” school.  In addition, our kashrut policy states that no meat, chicken or shellfish is permitted. Baked goods, snack foods and or processed foods such as chips are permissible if they contain only vegetable oils or butter (no beef fat, lard or peanut oil).  Fruits, vegetables, grain based products, milk, cheese, and other dairy and soy products such as yogurt and ice cream are permissible. If you have any questions regarding our snack system, please contact the educational director.

· We ask that students to bring a reusable water bottle for beverages.  

· Please note: classes begin promptly at 4:15, and students are not permitted to eat during class. If timing is an issue, please eat before arriving at Hebrew school. 
What if my child needs additional support in the classroom?

Resource Room (Tuesday)

For students who need additional help reading and decoding the Hebrew language, a resource room teacher is available to help facilitate the process.  Please see the school director if your child is having (or you believe may have) trouble in Hebrew class.

For students who excel in reading and understanding the Hebrew language, we have an enrichment class that provides more challenging curriculum, including a component to  explore Hebrew beyond the siddur (prayer book.)  If you believe your child can benefit from this program, please see the school director.

What is the role of Tzedakah in the school?

Tzedakah is collected in every class at every class session.  In addition to the monetary contributions that the children bring in, many classes participate in Tzedakah projects that do not involve money.  Students have done research on various Tzedakah organizations.  Children have visited the elderly in geriatric homes, cooked for the homeless, visited homeless shelters, participated in phone-a-thons, and have volunteered time in many other ways in and out of the synagogue.  At the beginning of each school year, as a kick-off to the year, the children may vote on where to donate the year’s Tzedakah funds that will be collected.

What family programs take place during the year?

Family education is an important part of Jewish education.  We offer new family education programs each year.  See the calendar for dates and times.  Each class will have several opportunities to come together to learn, pray, eat, and create.  Special programming will be announced in the religious school newsletter.  

What are the service expectations in the Religious School?

Shabbat and Holiday service attendance is very helpful for a variety of reasons.  First, attending services helps Or Hadash families get to know one another.  Second, following along in the siddur, our prayerbook, reinforces the Hebrew prayers we teach in our Hebrew School.  Third, celebrating Shabbat and Holidays as a family within a larger community can be a powerful opportunity.  We don’t frequently take the time to stop and celebrate together.  Seize the moment!

Students are expected to attend as many services as their grade level.  For example, third graders are expected to attend three services during the school year.  In seventh grade, the expectation is that ten services are attended in the B’nai Mitzvah year.  We encourage our high school students (8th-10th graders) to attend as many services as possible.  Friday night Erev Shabbat services, Saturday morning Shacharit services, and all Holiday services count toward this expectation.  Please contact the educational director with any questions regarding service attendance.  Please note the special services we have added to our calendar for this year.  

How can families get involved in the Religious School?

Parent Organization

The Parent Organization is designed to help the religious school and youth group in a variety of ways, including the coordination of social get-togethers for students in each grade and supporting school activities.  A parent from each class serves as a room parent on the committee and supports the teacher in a variety of ways throughout the year. Please contact the Parent Organization Chairperson if you would like to get involved with this committee.

Parent helpers

Parents or grandparents are encouraged to help in the class by reading a story (especially in the younger grades), helping with an art project (all grades), leading a discussion (older grades), and, in general, sharing any area of expertise that would be useful and educational to the students.  Please discuss your ideas for helping with your child’s teacher in order to facilitate planning.

Education Steering Committee

Our Education Steering Committee oversees the overall functioning of the school.  The committee welcomes ideas and feedback.  Education Steering Committee meetings are held monthly.  See calendar for details.  Please contact to the Education Steering Committee Chair if you have a particular item you wish to add to the agenda.

What does the religious school’s curriculum look like?

Our religious school curriculum is available upon request.  It is also posted on our website.  To obtain a copy of the curriculum guide, please contact the school office at schoolassist@orhadash.com.

Are there any policies and procedures that parents should be aware of?

Our Education Steering Committee is in the process of completing religious school policies and procedures. 

These policies and procedures will be posted to our website in the near future.  If you would like to obtain a copy, please contact the school office at schoolassist@orhadash.com.  Thank you for your interest.  

What is the parking policy?

A policy has been established to ensure our students’ safety.  We do not want our students going out into the parking lot alone in the dark. Please see below:

Or Hadash has a working relationship with Play and Learn. We can park in their lot only after 6:00 p.m. on weeknights and on Sundays.  When picking up your child on Sundays, please feel free to park in either the Or Hadash lot or the Play and Learn lot.  We encourage you to join your child, through 6th grade, for Sunday services from 10:45-11:15 a.m.  

When picking up your child on Tuesdays, park only in the Or Hadash gravel lot.  Children will not be dismissed from the sanctuary until a parent arrives in the building to retrieve them.  Parents are encouraged to join our midweek services, which begin at 5:30 p.m.  We hope this will promote the best possible environment of safety.  Please contact the school director if you have any questions or concerns. 

 

Prayer Goals For Hebrew Students Grades 3 – 6

3rd Grade Prayers

Shema

Ma Tovu

Short Kiddush

Ha Motzi

Shabbat Candle Lighting Blessing

Chanukah Candle Blessings
4th Grade Prayers
Mi Chamocha; 

Barchu

Shema/V’ahavta

Kiddush

Yotzer Or

Or Hadash

Hatikvah

5th Grade Prayers

Avot

Aleynu

Shalom Rav

L’cha Dodi

V’shamru

Shalom Alechem

Long Kiddush

The Blessings before and after reading the Torah

6th Grade Prayers

Torah Service

Torah Blessings

Torah Trupp

Haftarah Blessings

Morning Blessings

Avot, Gevurot, Kedusha (from the Amidah)

All students in all grades will be encouraged to learn the following blessing/prayers throughout the school year.

· Four Questions

· Passover Blessings

· Shehechiyanu

· Oseh Shalom

· Havdalah Blessings
· Kaddish 
Additional Optional Prayers
· Ma’ariv Aravim
· Sim Shalom
