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CURRICULUM

The following curriculum continues to be developed every year by the Curriculum Subcommittee of the Education Committee, with input from teachers and other interested parents.  We believe it reflects a Reconstructionist approach to teaching Jewish civilization to children.

The Education Steering Committee (ESC) is the engine that drives this process. This group is comprised of committed professional and lay education leaders that represent a cross section of the synagogue’s diverse membership. The ESC meets as a whole at least once per month with smaller groups working between meetings on tasks that are designed to advance our goals and objectives. The ESC is a process-oriented group that functions collaboratively and serves as a role model for all education-related synagogue groups.

We welcome parent input.  If you have any ideas or suggestions, please contact Karen Freedman and Debra Schaeffer, Education Steering Committee Co-Chairs at ksfreedman@gmail.com or debra.schaeffer@gmail.com.  
In addition to the resources at Or Hadash, the Auerbach Central Agency for Jewish Education-Jewish Outreach Partnership (ACAJE-JOP) located at 7607 Old York Road in Melrose Park, contains a wealth of Jewish educational materials.

You may contact them online at www.acaje-jop.org.

Prayer Goals For Hebrew Students Grades 3 – 6

3rd Grade Prayers

Shema

Ma Tovu

Short Kiddush

Ha Motzi

Shabbat Candle Lighting Blessing

Chanukah Candle Blessings
4th Grade Prayers
Mi Chamocha; 

Barchu

Shema/V’ahavta

Kiddush

Yotzer Or

Or Hadash

Hatikvah

5th Grade Prayers

Avot

Aleynu

Shalom Rav

L’cha Dodi

V’shamru

Shalom Alechem

Long Kiddush

The Blessings before and after reading the Torah

6th Grade Prayers

Torah Service

Torah Blessings

Torah Trupp

Haftarah Blessings

Morning Blessings

Avot, Gevurot, Kedusha (from the Amidah)

All students in all grades will be encouraged to learn the following blessings/prayers throughout the school year:

· Four Questions

· Passover Blessings

· Shehechiyanu

· Oseh Shalom

· Havdalah Blessings

· Kaddish
Additional Optional Prayers
· Ma’ariv Aravim
· Sim Shalom
 Pre-K/Kindergarten and Grade 1
	I.
	Holidays

· Includes all Jewish Holidays with an emphasis on Shabbat

	
	· Shabbat is a special holiday with special foods and ritual objects

	II.
	Prayer

· 3 basic blessings for Erev Shabbat (Friday evening) candles, wine and challah 
· 3 Chanukah candle blessings (orally)
· Four questions (Passover) (orally)

	III.
	Bible stories

· Bible stories will focus on the story of creation

· Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob

· Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah

· Joseph and Moses

	IV.
	Israel

· To identify as a special country with a special flag and special foods 

· The capital of Israel is Jerusalem

· Tel Aviv is a large city like New York.

	V.
	Hebrew

· To create awareness that there is a language called Hebrew that uses letters different than those in the English language 

· An introduction to letter recognition



	
	Ethics and Values

*Kavod (honor)

-- Kibbud Zikaynim - honoring the elderly

-- Kibbud Av v Em - honoring father and mother

-- Dibuk Haverim - honoring friends

--Kibbud Morim – honoring teachers

--Shemirat Haguf - taking care of one’s body

--Tza'ar Ba'lei chaim - honoring animals

--Kavod HaBriyot - honoring all people

*Hesed (righteousness)

--Tzedakah

--Hakhnasat Orchim – welcoming guests

*Shalom (Peace)

--Hava'at Shalom ben adam lehavero - making peace among people

--Derekh eretz - acting with courtesy

--Shalom Bayit – keeping peace in the family

	VII.
	Creative Arts

*Shabbat set (candlesticks, Kiddush cup, challah cover)




Grades 2 to 5

	I.
	Holidays

· All holidays will be covered 

	II.
	Prayer

· Review basic Shabbat blessings

· Chanukah blessings

· Snack blessings (over cookies, chips, and juice)

· Four questions (orally) for younger students, (reading fluently) for older students
· Shechiyanu blessing
· Birkat Hamazon-prayer after the meal

· See Page 3 for reading goals for each grade (3rd-6th)

	III.
	History and Bible stories
· Parshat Hashavuah-The Torah portion of the week

· Special focus on:

        Religious Freedom

        American Immigration

	IV.
	Israel

· An awareness of the diversity in Israel

· Different Cities:  Jerusalem, Haifa, Tel Aviv, Eilat, Beersheva, Negev

· Kibbutzim/Moshavim

	
	

	V.
	Ethics and Values

* Kavod (Honor)

--Bal tashchit - protecting the earth
--Kibbud morim - honoring teachers

--Kavod habriyot - honoring all people

*Shalom (Peace)
--Tza'ar Ba'lei chaim - honoring animals

-- Erech apayim - being slow to anger
-- Lo levayesh - not to embarrass

--Shemirat haleshon - guarding your tongue

--Derekh eretz - acting with courtesy
-- Teshuvah - making amends

-- Hava'rat shalom ben adam lehavero - making peace among people

* Hesed (Righteousness)

-- Bidur holim - visiting the sick

--Shemirat Haleshaon - guarding your tongue

--Ma'akhil r'evim - feeding the hungry

--Tzedakah - giving tzedakah

* Emet (Truth)

--Hashavat avedah - returning lost articles
-- Lo tignov - not stealing



	VI.
	Creative Arts

*Siddur (prayer book)

*Chanukah Drip Mat
*Kippot (skull caps)

*Masks

*Chanukiot (Chanukah menorahs)

*Ten Commandments
*Mezuzzah

*Seder Plate


Our students in grades 2 to 5 will be in mixed-aged groups and will follow a two-year curricular cycle.  By the end of their four years of classes, they will have completed all of the curricular goals and created all of the artistic projects listed above.

Each class is expected to attend Shabbat and holiday services, enabling the students to feel confident in the learning they are doing during religious school.  

A minimum attendance requirement is one service for each grade they are in. For example, second graders attend two services. 

 Grade 6

	I.
	Holidays

· All holidays will be covered with an emphasis on Sukkot and Tu B’Shevat

	II.
	Prayer

· 6th Grade Prayer Goals (listed on page 3)

· Blessings for lulav, etrog, sitting in the sukkah

· Eating fruit blessings

	III.
	Synagogue Skills

· Parasha Hashavua-studying the Torah portion of the week

· Choreography of prayer service

	IV.
	History 

· The Holocaust

	V.
	Israel

· Tzfat, Tiberias-Sea of Galilee

	VI.
	Hebrew 

· Torah Trupp

· Fluency in Hebrew reading

	VII.
	Ethics and Values

* Kavod (Honor)

--Dibuk haverim - cleaving to friends

* Shalom (Peace)

-- Lo tikom - foregoing revenge

* Emet (Truth)

-- Nedarim - keeping a promise



	VIII.
	Creative Arts

*yad (pointer)

*Tallit (prayer shawl)

	IX.
	Books and other resource materials

· Siddur

· Ten Thousand Children

· Or Hadash Prayer Packet
· Art of Torah Cantillation, The - A Step-by-Step Guide to Chanting Torah
· Auerbach Central Agency for Jewish Education (ACAJE) for videos, games, art projects, and other ideas for general planning


Sixth Grade Students are expected to attend minimum of six services per year.  

Grade 7

	I.
	Holidays

· All holidays will be covered with an emphasis on Shabbat

· Rosh Hodesh 

	II.
	Synagogue Skills – Reviewed mainly through private Bar/Bat Mitzvah tutoring

· Comfort with and knowledge of Shabbat services (Friday evening, Saturday 

      morning and Havdalah services)

	III.
	History and Bible 

· Portion of the week—Sidrah study

	IV..
	Hebrew

· Increase fluency in Hebrew reading through prayer review and Torah study

	V.
	Ethics

* Kavod

-- Bal tashchit - protecting the earth

-- Kibbud av v em - honoring father and mother

-- Kibbud zikaynim - honoring old people

* Emet

-- Dan l'kah zekhut - giving the benefit of the doubt



	VI.
	Books and other resource materials

· The Humash

· The Siddur

· Why Be Different?

· Making a Difference  

· Auerbach Central Agency for Jewish Education (ACAJE) for    

     videos, games, art projects, and other ideas for general planning


Seventh Grade Students are expected to attend minimum of ten services per year.  

Grades 8 to 10

The confirmation curriculum is based on the concept that students are ready for adult conversation about important issues that affect their daily lives.  All three years include informative trips and Tzedakah projects in the community as well as two retreats.

Grades 8 and 9:

Learning about Ourselves as Jews and Our Relationships with Others
· The four major branches of Judaism—Orthodox, Conservative, Reform, and Reconstructionist—with emphasis on the Reconstructionist Philosophy

· Emphasis on comparative religion including Christianity, Islam, Buddhism.

· Prejudice, anti-Semitism and racism:  Learning to accept, tolerate, understand, and appreciate differences.

How can Jewish Values Help Us Make Informed Decisions and Meet Social challenges in Our Lives?  

· Relationships from a Jewish perspective 

· Social networking from a Jewish perspective

The 8th and 9th graders will be participating in three programs this year.  

· TEL:  Teens Experience and Learning, a program run by the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation (JRF) 

· Each year the program looks at one of the Values of Spiritual Peoplehood
· This year, we are looking at Hiddur Mitzvah, creativity

· Comparative Religions:  We will be visiting area churches to see how Judaism compares to other religions.

· Social Action/Tikkun Olam:  Our students will participate in at least three social action experiences to enable them to see how important it is to help others in our world.

Grade 10:  Taking Action in Our Communities and in Our World:  Using Jewish Values to Make a Better World (Tikkun Olam!)

· Empowering all, including the elderly, the homeless, abused women and 

children and people with disabilities

· Life and death issues:  abortion, euthanasia, medical ethics, capital punishment

· Israeli Government/Israeli People

· World Peace

· Jewish environmental ethics

· Jewish mourning customs

· Learning the skills to plan and lead a creative confirmation service 
** Students will be expected to attend the perfect concluding activity for a Reconstructionist Jewish education:  a four-day/three-night trip to Panim el Panim in Washington, DC, in the spring.  This trip places in perfect context the fact that we live in two societies; Jewish and American, and demonstrates the relationship between Jewish values, our own values, and current issues.
