Approaching Jewish Education in a New Way

Or Hadash: A Reconstructionist Congregation in Fort Washington, proudly announces a new and innovative approach to weekly religious school. Synagogues have been the main provider of Jewish children’s religious education for years, but not always with the best results. Religious school for the 21st Century needs to keep up with where today’s kids are and what they like, so that they will look forward to attending class each week.
At Or Hadash, the school’s twenty-seven year history is one of looking for different and unique ways to reach and teach its children. This coming year, school director Lori Rubin will make sweeping changes to the program’s curriculum and teaching methods. In an effort to be “engaging, meaningful, and outside-the-box,” the school will focus on multi-age groupings for students from kindergarten to Confirmation; hands-on experiential activities that include art, cooking, music, drama, and trips; service learning in conjunction with the congregation’s social action committee, and intergenerational and interfaith experiences.

Rubin explains that, instead of traditional textbooks, students will use technology and varied activities guaranteed to interest and excite them. The program will focus on making Jewish education relevant to a new generation of Jews who sometimes wonder why they are studying people, places, and events that are thousands of years old. Children with different learning styles will be accommodated in a school that will be geared to those with active and inquiring minds. 

This is a bold new step in Jewish education and for Or Hadash. You are invited to learn more about the program, by contacting Education Director Lori Rubin at school@orhadash.com with questions or to arrange an appointment. 

